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[Place and Responsibilities of Ancestors in Suptulung of
Bantwa Rai Community

Chandra Kumar Rai

Abstract

This article is primarily based on the history and belief system of Suptulung in
Bantawa Rai community. Suptulung is a combinations of three different stones
specially used for cooking in general. Moreover, it is believed that Suptulung is
the abode of ancestors and center of power. According to the belief system of
Bantawa Rai community, ancestors are supreme and reside in Suptulung to protect
their children and upcoming generations over the time. The three stones of
Suptulung are considered to be symbols of three different powers and it is
believed that they are worshiped based on these symbols and power is achieved.
In fact, these three powers are men's power, women's power and community
representative power. Among them, the male symbol is associated with strength
and grain, the female symbol is Lakshmi, and the social symbol is related to
prestige and unity of a community. Notwithstanding, ancestors play a vital role to
recognize new home and new members of the family, emphasizing the needs of
society and maintaining morality in the family. Thus, Suptulung and ancestors are
intertwined to each other and perform different dimensional roles and
responsibilities for their generations.
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