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[Cultural Consciousness in Khwapadesh Novel

Premnarayan Bhusal

Abstract

'Khwapadesh' is a novel created by keeping the social and cultural aspects of
Bhadgaun (Bhaktapure) society in historical context. Bhadgaun is a novel that
goes beyond the boundaries of history and social landscape by including the
customs, traditions, behavior and various forms of social fragmentation and
distortion created by the caste system existing there. In order fo find a harmony
between the cultural reality and the fictional literary values, to explore how much
the real form of culture has been portrayed, comprehensive study and analysis of
the work and awareness of the time and culture are needed. In the background of
Eastern culture, the help of cultural tools has been taken for the study of the places
where the original customs and traditions accepted by the Bhaktapure society
have been included. In this way, the novelist has conveyed the message that the
existence of any caste can be preserved only if it preserves its culture, civilization
and tradition. In the context that the Jyapu community is not viewed so favorably
by the state and other aspects of the society, the novelist has opened the glorious
past of this community and paved the way for them to move forward with high
morale. The presented novel, which is at the intersection of history and social
reality, has invited a different edge in the Nepali historical novel tradition. The
present novel, composed by giving the role of the main heroine to Chakna, an
educated, disciplined and culture-loving female character of the Jyapu
community, which is a matriarchal society, has taken the form of a window into
the culture, society and history of Bhaktapur. The presented novel, which has
achieved a high position in historical, cultural, social and literary value, is an
important work in Nepali literature.

Keywords

Khwapadesh, Jyapu, Bhadgaun, Eastern culture, Cultural consciousness.]
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