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[Gender discriminatory proverbs used in Nepali language

Bhagiratha Neupane

Abstract

Proverbs/aphorisms indicating gender discrimination, devaluing women or with
nature of provoking violence towards women are gender discriminatory proverbs.
As proverbs are not only literal but also metaphorical and figurative, their
meanings is to be inferred connotatively, taking into consideration the intention of
the speaker and the context of the expression. In this article, it is intended to
analyze the gender discriminatory proverbs, aphorisms, sayings, comments efc.
prevalent in our society from a feminist point of view. In order to achieve this
objective, some sample proverbs found in Nepali folk life indicating gender
discrimination have been selected purposefully. Based on the selected
discriminatory proverbs used during normal discourses in different parts of Nepal
as primary source, they are critically analyzed according to the qualitative method
from feminist points of view. Direct or indirect traces of patriarchal thinking is
reflected in those discriminatory proverbs, aphorism, sayings, or linguistic
commentaries. Language users are to be cautious and avoid such languages in
both oral as well as written forms so as to create equity and equality in our
society. Similarly, the language denoting gender discrimination should be
discouraged while preparing school curricula and textbooks.

Keywords
Aphorism, Sexuality, Defaming proverbs, Violence inclining proverbs,
Devaluing proverbs.]
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