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Abstract

Musako Basti is a children’s novel authored by Kapil Lamichhane. The novel, a significant genre
of prose narrative in literature, possesses vast dimensions. Renowned and impactful in both
Eastern and Western literary traditions, this genre enjoys popularity in Nepali literature as well.
Novels encapsulate multifaceted storylines, broad settings, multidimensional characters, diverse
linguistic styles, and substantial messages. Within this genre, children’s novels occupy a
distinctive niche, specifically designed to cater to children’s psychology, interests, and
developmental levels. These novels adhere to the fundamental principles of novel writing, which
include storyline, characters, linguistic style, and the conveyed message. This article aims to
examine the novelistic qualities of Musako Basti as a children’s novel. It delves into questions
such as: What is the storyline of this novel? What are the characteristics of its protagonists? Is
the linguistic style employed suitable for children’s psychological understanding? What
messages does the novel seek to impart? And, does Musako Basti effectively cater to the interests
of children? By focusing on these questions, this analytical article seeks to uncover the novelistic
attributes of Musako Basti and provide recommendations for children’s novel writing. The study
employs a library-based method, utilizing descriptive and analytical frameworks to interpret and
analyze the findings. This article remains limited to the novelistic exploration of Musako Basti.
By examining the theoretical foundation of children’s novels and their compositional aspects,
this study clarifies essential principles for novel writing, making it a significant contribution to
the field. Musako Basti is a children’s novel rooted in social themes. Divided into seven chapters,
it revolves around the lives of mice. The novel employs a flowing narrative style with the
inclusion of mixed linguistic elements. It conveys meaningful messages such as the importance
of harmonious coexistence, the collective acceptance of positive values, and the futility of
arrogance and obstinacy, which ultimately lead to regret. It highlights that collective
determination and the development of a secure and prosperous mindset contribute to building
and developing communities. The novel emphasizes prioritizing collective achievement over
individual interests. While the novel strives to embody novelistic attributes, its linguistic usage is
influenced by external sources, and the flowing style appears less accessible for children’s
psychological comprehension. It is crucial to prioritize Nepali language in Nepali novels to
nurture cultural values and foster psychological development among children. A simplified
narrative style is believed to enhance comprehension and the receptivity of messages among
children.
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