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Abstract

Folk songs sung in a competitive and question-answer format are known as direct duet folk
songs. Such direct duet songs are found in fairs, festivals, worship ceremonies, celebrations, and
more recently, broadcasted through various television and YouTube channels. Because these
songs require answering questions spontaneously at the performance venue without prior
preparation, they are termed direct duet folk songs. This study seeks to explore the rasa (aesthetic
essence) in direct duet songs. For this purpose, through sample selection methods, twelve
powerful direct duet songs in terms of rasa were selected from YouTube channels like eNepal
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Khabar, Indreni Dot Com, Indra GC, Balchandra Baral, and Tika Sanu Official. These twelve
songs were analyzed using an inductive method. In these songs, the prominent rasas identified
are Shringara (erotic), Hasya (humor), Karuna (pathos), and Raudra (anger). The duet songs with
Shringara rasa typically present themes of romantic and erotic love between young couples
newly in love, lovers about to marry, and married individuals immersed in memories of past
lovers. Similarly, Hasya rasa songs incorporate humorous themes involving uncooperative
friends, the behavior of drunkards, and comical interactions between landlords and tenants. In the
case of Karuna rasa, the duet songs depict themes of lamentation between lovers who cannot
meet, the cries of children left behind by migrant mothers, and the sorrowful subjects of a society
affected by caste discrimination. Likewise, Raudra rasa songs portray themes of anger related to
families rejecting free love, the behavior of unruly youth, and the faults and shortcomings of
young men and women exposed by each other. This study proves that rasa can also be found in
folk songs. It is seen that this research-based article will be useful for those interested in studying
rasa in folk songs.

Keywords: Aesthetic essence or emotional flavor, Supportive determinant, Exciting
determinant, Consequential expression, Transitory emotional states
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S TR v, | fesirehT faTesdr IERT M R TIUHT FAaETHT J qog TqAT, G4 7@Ts qrd
fas, A1 AT 9 MG RN I A8 FIFE ¥ H T Hardl SR™ @SHH THl F |
ammmqaﬁmwwaﬁmmﬁﬁwﬁw&ﬁmww
STFT Mg | AT TSGR oA SO GorE AT A AT ST e A
fareeroror bt SfEET | F qF AT FAAT TobT GEART TATER GEA IRUHT ITEET ARl AT
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