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LIVESTOCK IN THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Development of the country directly or indirectly is related to overall
economic as well as social activities. Identification and development of each and
every sector and subsector is the basic requirement for the country's well being,
Developing Asian, African and Latin American Countries are basically depended on
agriculture and its effective long term plans, policies and programs. Livestock plays
very crucial role in agriculture for transportation means, cultivation, threshing,
crushing of crops and so on. Livestock has been proved as the essential source of
income and it has significant influence on GDP in the form of milk, meat, wool and
power. Share of GDP from livestock in various countries are. 30 percent in Nepal, 13
percent Bangladesh, 30 percent Pakistan, and 26 percent in India. This fact indicates
are significant role in the economic development of the respective countries.

Though livestock is an integral part of agriculture, significantly it influences
the industrialization process too. Industrialization is not possible without capital
formation i.e. investment employment, and income generation. whereas, people in
most of the developing countries are entrapped in a vicious circle of poverty. Low
saving capacity have compelled them for low capital formation that ultimately got
down investment and employment in the economy so to create favourable conditions
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LIVESTOCK AND THE NEPALESE ECONOMY

!ncome, a source of security draught power and dung for mannuring, Substantial
amount of income is generated by selling live animals and livestock products like
meat and milk. It is also considered as a high quality food,
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Price of land is increasing tremendously due to rapid population pressure. And
its fertility is gradually going down on the other. In this situation they are likely to
depend on domestic animals affordable to most of the peasants in Nepalese rural
areas.

Livestock raising is also important to extend the small scale industries for
producing raw materials for livestock based industries which helps to increase the
income and employment through subsidiary occupation at the household levels. It
helps to utilise the family’s idle labour. Draught power by the use of animal is one of
the basic feature of Nepalese economy, It is a renewable source of energy and
running cost of draught animals is low compared to machines. Side by side it is
adoptable to the local environment and easy of handling by the rural people and their
skills.

In the hilly area, road system has not been well developed, animals such as,
Yaks and even high altitude goats and sheeps are being used for transportation
purposes. This system can be further promoted.

Nepalese agricultural system in the totality is suitable to use animals power
rather than machines. The scope of using machines as substitute for draught animal
is limited by several factors. Acute shortage of capital is the main obstacle in this
regard. The geographic conditions of the country limits the use of machinery
equipments on the other. In adition, fragmentation of land holding is for the reducing
the viability of mechanisation in agriculture. Livestock provide dung as fuel for
households and fulfills the need of firewood. Livestock raising in Nepal is directly
affiliated with many religious and cultural aspects i.e. cow dung and urine have
religious values whereas various ethnic groups use goats sacrifice to celebrate their
festivals.

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION IN NEPAL

1t is earlier said that livestock production is an important source of income to
the Nepalese peasants. Milk, milk products, meat, wool and eggs are used for
consumption and selling purposes.
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Dairy Development Corporation (DDC) is a governmental organization
involved in milk collection, distribution and powder milk production. In this purpose,
it has established 16 Cheese Factories in the different parts of the country and
producing various milk products.

B)  MEAT PRODUCTION

Another important component of livestock production is meat that include the
meat of goats, sheep, pigs, hens, ducks and buffaloes. Meat production also varies by
the different ecological regions of Nepal. In this context, mountain region has
constituted about 10 percent share of total meat production. It is increasing in the
succeeding years. Hilly region has a crucial role in its production. A bout 55 percent
of total meat comes from hilly region alone followed by the Terai. It is increased by
9.88 percent during the period of 1984/85 to 1988/89 in the total.

Table 2 : Meat production situation and trend by different ecological region.

Year | Mountain | Hill 1 Terai
1984/85 | 12757 (10.04) | 69805 (54.96) | 44454 (35.00) | 127016

i i i
1988/39 49974 (35.38) | 141226

Source: HMG/Nepal, Ministry of Agriculture _Nepal Adhirajyako Pasu
Panchi Tathyank, DFAMS, 1990.

Note: Numbers in the parentheses refer the percentage of the total.

Total meat production is increasing in all the regions. During the period
1984/85 to 1988/89 about 11 percent meat production has been increased.
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raising. Mountain and hilly regions constitute crucial role for wool production.
ontribution of mountain and hill regions in wool production is about 51 and 39
percent respectively. Production  trend in all regions is increasing in the succeeding
years.

sheep

Table 3 : Wool production situation and trend in Nepal by ecological regions

1 Hill | Terai
9) | 252912 (37.73) T 72231

Source: HMG/Nepal Ministry of Agriculture Nepal Adhirajyako Pasu
Panchi Tathyank, DFAMS, 1990.
Note:

Number in the Parentheses refer the Ppercentage of the total,

Terai constitutes about 10 percent in total wool production which is the least.
Low contribution of terai is due to the unfavourable environment for sheep raising.

Overall situation of wool production is prosperous and encouraging. During
1984/85 to 1988/89 it is increased by 15.5 Ppercent.

D.  EGG PRODUCTION

Egg production

trend is increasing in all ecological regions of Nepal
Mountain constitutes the

least position to compare with rest regions, Hilly region
constitutes about 56 percent followed by the Terai.

‘Table 4: Egg production situation and trend Dy ecological regions

Mountain

e | wiaond o
""""" 132987 (12.14) | 153060 (56.35) 18I (IS (37165 |
B i e P 187709 (31.51) | 278342
1087/88 | 34260 (1231) | 156373 (56.18) | (

Source: ~ HMG/Nepal, Ministry of Agriculture, Nepal Adhirajyako Pasu
i Panchi Tathyank, DFAMS, 1990.

Note Number in the parentheses refer the percentage of the total.
ote : ;
During the period 1984/85 to 1987/88 about 11.4 percent egg.productflon has
been m:enagsed in an aggregate. The eradication of different chicken diseases,
incs

ilability of nutritious food and improved varieties of chickens are the few
avai ! g
responsible factor to indicate this positive result.

COMPARISON WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

The available information on livestock production : hlghly wcm;,v:;::s 1y
i iti 4th among the SAAR!
dictory. Nepalese position seems ; ;
ac::r:jr; l:yFAO's data source in the field of milk production.

Table 5 : Milk and meat production in SAARC countries and world. (wevm

7 . Meat
Countries | Milk -

158787

= os” Asian Li
Source: FAO "Livestock Development in SAARC Countries" Asian Livestock
Vol. 13, No.9 September 1988.
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Similarly, export also shows g j i
] 4 ’ ncreasing trend exc,
Livestock exports from Nepal include mainly raw leather and l.iv:l:m::lsye" 5

CONCLUSsION
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