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publish 12 interesting and thought-

provoking articles and research reports.
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and
ensuing confusion of whether or not the
Journal would be published this year, we
have had a number of submissions from
Africa, Australia, Bangladesh, Malaysia,
Indonesia, India, Japan, the UK, and
Nepal. These 12 articles, which are among
the 25 percent of the submissions selected
carefully from our rigorous peer-review
processes, address a wide range of topics.
Promoting critical thinking has become
an important aspect of English language
teaching. Iram Mehrin explores if and
to what extent classroom activities on
culture can work as effective incentives in
promoting critical thinking in Bangladeshi
tertiary level English language classes.
Email communication between students
and teachers has become a common
practice. But is there a standard for writing
emails? Are there rules students must
follow for writing emails? Do the native
English students and non-native students
write emails differently? These are some
of the questions Shama E Shahid explores
in her article. Pointing out a dearth of
research on such a practice, she examines
the formal email writing conventions of
non-native students under a regulated
environment. Staying in Bangladesh,
Arpita Haque looks into the influence of
English on the local languages, especially
Bangla. She finds out the attitudes of the
English medium (EM) students and their

In this issue of Journal of NELTA, we

parents towards Bangla and English and
explores the issue of the hegemony of
English in relation to the Bangla language
and culture.

Suman Laudari and Julia Prior’s article
is significant in that it provides insights
into the teacher-educators’ competency
in the use of educational technology
and how the lack of such competency
potentially impacts the ICT practices of
trainee-teachers. The article points out
some valuable implications for various
stakeholders of educational technology
in contexts like Nepal. Tied to the ICT
practices, especially in the existing
pandemic situation is Karuna Nepal and
Saban Kumar KC’s article. COVID - 19
pandemic has thrust virtual teaching
and learning. But are we exacerbating
inequalities between well-resourced and
under-resourced people, institutions, and
geographical location? Karuna Nepal
attempts to address this question in her
very timely article.

Qualitative research is still at its initial
stage in many contexts. Many researchers,
particularly, novice researchers have to
deal withnumerousissues while analysing
qualitative data. Saraswati Dawadi offers
practical guidelines to ELT practitioners
and/or early career researchers on how a
thematic analysis approach is employed to
interpret raw data. This article is a useful
contribution to those who are engaged in
qualitative research.
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Inaddition, there are three articles thatlook
into three different, nonetheless, important
areas of classroom practices. Nani Babu
Ghimire explores multiliteracies pedagogy
practices in Nepal and finds answers
to why teachers engage in a bilingual
practice when they should be creating
multilingual space for student learning.
Similarly, ELT practitioners in many
developing countries are catching up with
critical pedagogy. Purna Kadel looks into
the reasons why. He explores teachers’
perception of the existing practices of
critical pedagogy and investigates how
they view its usefulness in the Nepalese
ELT classrooms. Central to the effective
implementation of classroom practices is
teacher-language. Kamal Kumar Poudel
takes a grounded approach - describe-
analyse and evaluate, to study ‘teacher
English” of content teachers at a reputable
institution in the Kathmandu Valley. He
begins by diagnosing and analysing the
actual state of their teacher English before
analysing it in terms of the grounded

teachers and materials developers. Finally,
in the Journal of NELTA Forum, Jagadish
Poudel looks into the current North
American theory of teaching philosophy
to examine his own. He makes a statement
of his own teaching philosophy, his
evolving beliefs towards teaching writing,
and his personal approach to teaching
writing which are likely to inspire readers
to explore and examine their own teaching
philosophies.

This issue is the Silver Jubilee edition
of the Journal of NELTA. In order to
commemorate the occasion, a piece of
history is provided here. As the reader
would be aware, NELTA was formed in
1992. Though we intended to publish
a journal, we did not have enough
resources to do so at that time. Therefore,
we started with the publication of the
NELTA Newsletter. The first issue of the
Newsletter appeared in 1993.

theory and interpreting it by linking it
to some of the relevant studies. As an
outcome, he produces an intervention
which he plans to implement in order
to ameliorate the situation in the said
institution.

There are two articles on grammar
and its teaching. Prithvi Raj Bhatt
explores the role of grammar in
EFL as perceived by the secondary
teachers of English, and finds out the
ways in which they develop accuracy,
fluency, and restructuring in their |.
student language, J. Saravanan
and B. Laxmikantham find out the
difficulties in learning and using
the preposition combinations. They
analyse the causes of such errors, and

been

MEL

English,
languages of education and
language for international communication,
enjoys great prestige in Nepalese society.
However, in spite of the fact that it has

educational cerriculum
been taught for several decades in schools
and campuses, the state of the sffairs is
far from satisfactory. wonder,
therefore, that an urgent need Tor naking
effective changes in Inglish language
teaching (ELT) im ubiquitously felt and
unanizously voiced. It is in this context
that the Nepal Engliah Language Teachers'
Amsociation (NELTA), & purely academic and
professional association of the people
associated with

Memberahip currently stands at 110 (and im
growing) .

With o view to raising
the Xingdom, NELTA sims ati

A nusber of meetings and activities have
been held since 21 August, 1992 when the
historic first meeting of the association
was held at the British Council compriming
12 participants
language institutes, Tribhuvan University,
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\“
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and the British Council. Teachers from
cutaide the Valley were also represented.
A constitution drafting committee was
formed at the same peeting. A meries of
neotings wore held in order to discuss and
finalize the draft of the constitution

being one of the principal PRl S0, S LS aaitee

the only
with the cooperation from the British
Council and the American Language Centre,
NELTA organised three training/workahops
and an essay competition focusing on
practical ideas for teaching English
language in the Nepaleme context

importance in the
and that it has

giv great

we'd like to specially thank Mr. David
Pottinger, Ammistant Director of the
British Council for being instrumental in
the formation of the Association

holding a NELTA coapetition.

It has been a year since NELTA was first
conceived an are already busy
preparing for the Association's first
Annual Conference which is acheduled for
22-24 Novesber. While we prepare for the
notionsl conference, we need support and
from our members, friends,
and wellwishers Ja order w0 make It o
grand success. hope that ax many of
you as possible VP able ‘to attend-

ELT, has been formed

of ELT in

providing a forus for developing
professionalrelationships  among
individuals, nstitutions

We are thankful to the British Council and
andassociations having similar goals

the American Language Centre for providing
us venus to hold meetings, and necessary

fostering the exchange of ideas,
support.

resources, inforsationand experionce
ELT

ngat people associsted with NELTA membership is open to all who are

involved in the teaching and learning of
the English language. The organization is
committed to serve the interests of all
¥nglish teachers at whatever level and
from whatever type of institution.
Information and applications forma are
mvailable at the British Council and the
Amorican Language Centre. can also

The
be received by writing directly to NELTA,
GPO 640, Kathmandu, Nepal. -

publishing English language learning
and teac Mn;nun. ®, journal and
periodicals

from achools, campuses,

recommend implications for students,

Journal ofNELTA Vol 25 No 1 2 December 2020

VI



As it can be seen, the very first issue of the Newsletter provided a background of the
formation of NELTA, its major aims, information about the historic first formal meeting
of NELTA which formed a three member-constitution drafting committee, and the
support we received from the British Council Kathmandu and American Language
Center, Kathmandu. The page also reveals that NELTA did not have its own post box
at that time. The British Council kindly let us use their post box services.

The Newsletter published news about
ELT activities in the country (above)
and organised competitions among
NELTA members for short articles
on practical teaching
winning entries were published in the
Newsletter (below).

NELT-A 'm_-;ws

NELTA'n Cient worknhop

SELTA organized ftn firnt over ewent = n
workshop on  Hemding  §n  the  Primary
Clanarooa®  with  the  objective  of
muggest bng wnelul clasaroom toehnbques and
games for tenching roading al the prisary
fevel. 1t was held at the British Couneil
In Kathanudu. The initinl rosponso to nm
powan  ve

vorkshop was imitially Vidite to 20
participante from the lecal public and
private primory schools.  Bowever, 34
toachors, principnls osd hesdmantors not
only from the lecal mchools but teschers
all the way from Chitwan, Corkha and
Tokhara also ottesded the workshop.

The workshop was divided into two
sessions. In the first sossion Ms Dorothy
Nluaphroy= of the British Council presented
useful jdeas on roading lommons.
distinction was nada botwean rending for
meaning and reading alovd. Reoding slowd,
which was the prisary focus of the
session, was sofd to involve leoking at
mentences and undoratanding the messs
they convey. It does not normally invelve
saying the words we read, mnot evem
ailestly inside our heads.

In the second seasion, Mr Jai Raj Avesthi
oand Mr Ras Iuhllh Ciri of lhc Plcully of

state of Lht teaching of rcldln( u!ﬂ
suggested a 10-point

Fawent lnn 1ore

Hom Ha) Regnl of Ya) Farahi Migh Sehoo,
w neunion on VGevals;

Marnynn Canpan, nacourazed faryje
tn "Lat e stedents vrite®,

A suceannful dny wan rounded off with o
yomeral  discusnion of NELTA in v
Tt lonal and local context 1neluding the
poanibi] ity of setting up o Pokhara branch
of tho Ansociation with its owa prograses
of activition.

A large avdience of teachars fres easpus,

public and private schools also hed the
omrlunn.j to inspoct the books presented
to the Resource Centee by David Pottinger
of the Dritish Counci] under the ODA Becks
and Inforsation Aid Scheae.

NELTA Spring 1993 Teachera Trainisg
Worknhop

NELTA offered a teacher “’llnln‘ workshop
for

on March 16 und 17, 1993, The vorkshop
was organized in cooperation with the
Americon Lamguage Centre, which provided
ELT  experts, venue, certificates,
cosplimentary books, and  foed .nd
beverages.

Liza Washburn, and English Teaching
Officer vith the United States Information
Service in Islamabad, Pakistan, offered

lectures on "Encouraging Creativity in the
Clasaroos™ and "New Trends is Foreign

procedure. A model reading lessom was
8lso demonstrated on the occasion.

. David Pottinger,
D-puty Director of the British Council,
délivered & lecturs on “Content and

L) Process in Language Teacher Training".
Cheistophar Gean, Director of the Asesicas
Teacher Training Worksbop in Pokhara
le-d 'volng Student Journals in the EFL
A practical teachor for

« Nancy Hartman and Mike Thomas,
secondary  school teachers . entitled lnlu-n:lorl at the Aserican Language

“Developing the skillsi readimg, writing,  Centre, led  workshop on  “Theee
listening" vas held undor NELTA suspices Communicative Activities."
ot the English Rosource Centre, Prithwi

Naraysn Csspus, Pokhera om 29 April 1993. At the close of the workskep, all 62

participants received certificates of
participant. Each reicipant  also
received seven mm?‘ mentary English
teaching books courtesy of the American
Language Cantre. -3

Dob Jordan, ELT swthor snd wspecislist in
English for Acsdemic purposes, led a
stimuloting wvorkshop on “Careful
listening®.

The Newsletter also published
information about forthcoming
events (cited below):
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The Newsletter also published

information about
events (cited below):

forthcoming

—~——r———

L OO KIlMNG
ZANIFo] NE=/ T »)

Firat Annual Conference of NELTA

Venue Napnal Administrati Stars el 1
Jawwlakhal Lalitpuar o “ Cotiese
Date 2224 November 1993

Activities
Workshaps, paparsa, demonmtrations, Ppanel
discussions, oexhibitions with the

participation of local and foreign ELT
exparts including Prof. Alan Davies of the
University of Edinburgh.

The Conference will fococus oni

* Imsmucs in ELT

- The place of ELT in the national
education sSystem

The medium of instruction

Locally produced materials, etc.

** actical upplicntic?n-
— e Classroom activities.

Language =kills
Tescher training, etc.

- ral A bly that the first

Notica is hareby siven (hCti1 be hald
22—

Novembaer 1993. o>

The letters about conferences (cited below) and other seminars and workshops of
NELTA were type-written, and/or hand-written and mostly hand-delivered. Only a

limited number of letters were posted.

T

T2

Nepal English Language Teachers' Associati
P. O. Box 640, Kathmandu, Nepal

Date: (( [ ¢ [ Rel-No. =0

Dear Sir/Madam

It is our great pleasure to announce that NELTA is
organisgsing its first Annual Conference from November 22-24
1953. We should be grateful for your agreement to present
a paper or lead a workshop/discussion during the

conference.

The topics the Conference focus on include:

a) Issues in ELT

-The place of ELT in the national education system
-The medium of instruction
-Locally produced materials

b) Practical Applications

-Classroom Activities

-Language Skills
-Teacher training,

are.

As for the publication of the Journal of NELTA, it was only in 1996, NELTA started
publishing the Journal. In the first year, it published two issues (see below), but limited
to one publication owing resource constraints.
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JOURNAL

I am thankful to my
predecessors and  their
respective teams for bringing
the Journal to its current
state. The Journal is now
known as a quality journal
around the region and
beyond and its popularity
is growing by the day. I
commend their contribution
and support of the past
editors-in-chief, NELTA
presidents and advisors who
the Journal is indebted to
for their contribution, and
whose guidance, advice and
wisdom have helped develop
and establish the Journal as
an academic Journal in the

region. On behalf of NELTA and the Journal of NELTA Editorial Team, I thank the

following personalities for their chief-editorship.

* Ms. Jyoti Shrestha

* Mr. Chandika Prasad Bhatta

* Professor Govinda Raj Bhattarai
* Professor Jai Raj Awasthi

*  Dr. Prithvi Narayan Shrestha

* Professor Vishnu Singh Rai

I also thank members of the editorial teams, and of reviewers” panel whose roles are
often misunderstood and their contributions are rarely acknowledged. I also thank the
current Central Executive Committee of NELTA, NELTA President Motikala Subba
Dewan in particular, for her unfailing support and encouragement.

Journal of NELTA, with a view to making its processes more consistent, transparent
and manageable, is set to make changes in its manuscript accumulation, peer-review
and editorial processes. This will help the Journal establish itself further as a quality
journal. We thank the growing readership of the Journal and wish everyone a very

productive year ahead.

Happy reading
The Editorial Team
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