Table  1. Basic characteristics of children with severe acute malnutrition (n=77)
	Maternal characteristics
	

	   Mothers age (years, median , IQR)
	26 (22, 29)

	   Live births  (median, IQR)
	2 (1, 3)

	   Age at marriage  (years, median, IQR)
	19 (16.5, 22)

	   Birth spacing (years mean ±SD)
	1.7 ± 1.9

	   Maternal education  (n=77)

Illiterate  

Primary School Certificate

Middle School Certificate 

Intermediate level 
	30 (38.9%)

16 (20.7%)

27 (35.1%)

4 (5.3 %)

	Household information
	

	  No of family members (median, IQR)
	6 (4,7)

	  Type of family ( n= 77)

Joint 

Nuclear 
	41 (46.7%)

36 (53.3%)

	  Overcrowding (n=188)

Present

Absent
	50 (64.9%)

27 (35.1%)

	 Socioeconomic  status (n= 77)

Lower middle 

Lower/Upper lower 
	67(87 %)

10(13%)

	Child Feeding Information
	

	  Colostrum feeding (n=77)
Yes 
No 
	60 (77.9%)

17 (22.1%)

	 Complementary feeding  (months,  mean ±SD) 
	5.6 ±2.0

	 Total breast feeding duration (years,  mean ±SD)
	1.7 ±0.8

	 Exclusive breast feeding  ( months, median ,IQR)

Immunization status                

   Completely immunized                                                                                                  

   Partially immunized
	4 (2,6)

69 (89.6%) 
08 (10.4%)


n- number of cases
\

